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Beneath the Spire... 

Back in July when I first arrived in Charlotte, and to Trinity, within days I was greeted by a myriad of notes, well 

wishes, hugs, smiles and beautiful gifts. This church knows how to make someone feel welcome.  This church 

knows how to love one another. One of the first gifts I received came from the Welcoming Ministry Team, a 

beautiful purple orchid that sits on my desk and many of you have commented on its beauty. 

 

Well, four months into my time serving as your Associate Minister that orchid is still alive and well on my desk. 

Its bright colors greet me daily and while I am not an expert flower-caregiver, this orchid has managed to survive. 

Looking at this beautiful orchid, I am reminded of the way Trinity loves, the way it welcomes new faces to its 

midst. As we prepare for a season of Room in the Inn, I look forward to the ways that our congregation gets to use 

those wonderful welcoming skills to welcome new people, and to say, “We’re happy you are here” and 

“Welcome.” And as we prepare for a new group of new members joining us in November, I am excited for them to 

get to know the welcoming and loving people of Trinity.  

 

Also, as I look at this beautiful orchid that has managed to survive four months with me as the primary caregiver, I 

am reminded of the season that is to come. As the flowers outside begin to wither and the leaves change to 

beautiful colors and fall from the trees, I look at this long sustaining orchid on my desk and reflect on the season to 

come.  

 

We often describe Christmas with descriptions of something new which is blooming and that is by all means 

accurate.  However, I can’t help but be reminded of this long sustaining plant on my desk that is so beautiful and 

reminds me of the long sustaining love of Christ that is with us in each new season.  The beauty of the love of 

Christ which comes to us each new season, of Christ’s love which greets us in the loving faces of the congregation 

of Trinity saying “Welcome” and “We are glad you are here,” as we open the doors to the sanctuary and greet folks 

on Sunday morning, as we say welcome to Room in the Inn guests, as we greet new faces at fellowship events and 

during the Christmas season.  

 

In Christ, 



Session Highlights 

 

 

Stated Session Meeting on October 25, 2015: 

 

Review of Communications Ministry Team Documents:  Cookie Parnell reviewed the recently formulated 

“Publicity Guidelines” and “Event/Program Publicity Request Form” documents created by the 

Communications Ministry Team and requested that all members comply with the requirements necessary to 

initiate and request actions for future programs and events. 

 

Hayden McMahon, on behalf of the Buildings & Grounds Ministry Team, gave an update on items that 

have been accomplished during the past several months: 

 

Pothole repair is on hold because of Capital Campaign improvements; 

Dumpster relocation – will be inside a brick enclosure with steel doors, with landscaping; 

Church has leaks and peeling paint 

Storm drains and French drains are clogged and will be inspected by a TV camera; 

Steve’s office wall flooded from gutters overflowing; 

Ceilings in WDS:  the rooms in the L-shaped building needed repairs – children helped clean 

baseboards and Philips Academy students also helped; 

Replacement of sinks, water fountains, commodes, etc. was accomplished; 

Replaced outside lighting with low voltage bulbs and replaced some defective switches; 

Roof repairs are completed. Replaced missing slate and fixed while working on the steeple; 

Parlor doors were repaired; 

Room in the Inn shower was replaced before RITI begins in December; 

Door mats were replaced at a savings of $5,100 yearly rental. Mats were purchased for $2,700; 

Light switches, etc., have been replaced;  

Funds for many of these repairs came from the memorial fund.   

Bill Jones can do SO many things and has been a real asset to B&G - Thank you Bill. 

 

 

Stated Session Meeting on November 15, 2015: 

 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to change the membership status of Jane Bostian Arant from 

Active to Affiliate in accordance with her request. 

  
The Finance Ministry Team motioned and Session approved to grant the Financial Administrator, Cheryl 

Jernigan, the authority to open two mutual fund accounts with New Covenant Funds in order to receive 

funds from Claude and Louise Sanford. The funds will be coming from the memorial fund and a special 

gift from Louise Sanford. This special gift is a gift for which Claude Sanford specifically planned as a 

legacy gift to Trinity Presbyterian Church. The funds will be used to establish an account whose sole 

purpose is for physical plant maintenance and repair. The specific language and policy statement is still 

being developed. This request is to solely open up the account in order to prepare for the ultimate receipt of 

the funds. 

           

The Finance Ministry Team motioned and Session approved to add the following individuals as additional 

authorized check signers for the Trinity Presbyterian Church account at Wells Fargo Bank:  Laura 

Gutknecht, Carolyn Heuerman and Kathleen Schneider.  



The Jane B. Arant Discussion Group will be taking up new material for the New Year, 

so January is a great time for new members to join the group. We meet every 

Thursday morning, 10:00 - 12:00, for stimulating discussion triggered by our current 

reading. Reading the material ahead is encouraged but certainly not required - so this 

is a very user-friendly group. 

 

During the month of January we will take up a short study of the book of Genesis, 

Chapters 1-3 (the creation stories), with an emphasis on learning how modern 

scholarship helps us to understand the Bible. Then, for the rest of the winter/spring 

semester we will turn to the latest book by Bishop John Spong, The Fourth Gospel: 

Tales of a Jewish Mystic. We will place a book order in January (paperback, $13.50). 

The first class of the year is January 7 - hope to see you then! 

Patsy Bradley, Eric, Caroline and Elizabeth Banks and Ernie Roy. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 



  

Trinity’s Annual  

Adult Christmas Social 
  

Saturday, December 12, 2015 

7:00 - 9:30 p.m. 
  

Hosted by Jill and Mike Billings 

9546 Hunting Court 

Matthews, NC  28105 

(Coachman Ridge) 
If lost, call 704.210.8117 

  

RSVP to Jill Billings by December 7 
  

jopdyke@hotmail.com  
  

Please bring an appetizer to share. 
 

* Beverages and desserts will be provided. * 
  

$10.00 per person 

mailto:jopdyke@hotmail.com


Children’s Christmas Pageant 
  
Please mark your calendars for the Trinity Children’s Christmas Pageant. This year the pageant will 
be held on Sunday, December 13 during the Sunday School hour in the Fellowship Hall.   
  
We will have costume fittings 15 minutes before and after Sunday School on Sunday, December 6 in 
Room 116.   
  
We will also have a rehearsal on Saturday, December 12.  More details to come. 
  
Children in 3 year old preschool through grade 5 are invited and encouraged to participate.   
  
Please contact Sherese Smith at sherese@matthewwsmith.com or 704.609.8898 if you would like for 
your child to participate and/or if you are willing to help. 

GREENING OF TRINITY 
  

Our fresh Advent wreath, the lovely wreaths on our doors, the beautiful greenery on the pulpit and 

lectern, the poinsettias, candles and ribbon that prepare our windows and Sanctuary for Christmas Eve 

are all made possible by your gifts in honor of or in memory of someone at Christmas.  Your 

participation will add to the beauty of Trinity during this season and ensure that this wonderful 

tradition continues.  If you would like to participate in this "GREENING OF TRINITY"  by 

contributing a poinsettia, please provide your information and check to the church office by December 

18. 

  

I would like to contribute to the “Greening of Trinity” for the Advent and Christmas season. 

  

In memory of:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

In honor of:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Given by:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 

the people; to you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

Luke 2:10—11 

mailto:sherese@matthewwsmith.com


Caroling and Advent Dinner 
  

A NEW TRINITY TRADITION 
 

December 20 
4:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Gather together in the Fellowship Hall and then we embark 

on bringing some Christmas joy to our neighbors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following caroling we will have a party featuring the Queen City Brass 

Band, yummy dinner, hot chocolate and fun with our church family.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be donation baskets to help cover cost for this event. 

RSVP at www.bitly.com/adventdinnerandcaroling or call the church office. 

http://www.bitly.com/adventdinnerandcaroling


Christmas Worship at Trinity 
  
  

December 16 
The Longest Night 

  

 
Trinity will hold “The Longest Night” service at 7:00 p.m.  Based on a service of wholeness and healing that Trinity has had 
before, this service is open to all and is especially concerned with offering healing and comfort to those for whom the 
Christmas season may be difficult. Please join us and invite those who may appreciate a more meditative service created to 
offer healing, comfort and prayers. 
 
 

December 20 
Lessons and Carols 

 
 
Worship on this fourth Sunday of Advent will be the traditional Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, in which members of 
the congregation will join the clergy and choir to proclaim the promise of the coming of the Messiah and the stories of the 
birth of Jesus.  Readings from Genesis and the prophets and the gospels of Luke and John will enable us to hear again the 
good news of Christmas.  
  
  

Christmas Eve 
5:00 p.m.  

Anthem by the Children’s Choir 
Communion 

  

8:30 p.m.  
Musical Prelude 

Trinity Choir and Guest Instrumentalists 

  

9:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Communion 
 

On Sundays when communion is served we have the opportunity to bring non-perishable food 

to share with the needy on the day that we share a meal at the table of our Lord.  After 

worship, the food will be delivered to the food pantry for distribution by Loaves and Fishes. 



What’s Happening 
December 14 Men’s Breakfast 

 Weekday School My Gym 

 Weekday School Ministry Team 

December 15 Weekday School My Gym 

 Philips Academy Holiday Open House 

 Weekday School 4’s Christmas Show 

 Trinity Book Club 

December 16 Weekday School Hello Spanish 

 Room in the Inn 

 Longest Night Service 

 American Needlepoint Guild 

December 17 Girl Scout Troop #1120 

 Sojourners Pub Theology 

December 18 Weekday School Staff Christmas Luncheon 

 Girl Scout Troop #2409 

 Last day of school for  

 Philips Academy and Weekday School 

December 20 Sing-A-Long during Sunday School Hour 

 Christmas Caroling/Advent Dinner 

December 23 Embroiderers’ Guild 

December 24 Christmas Eve Service, Communion 

 Choral Prelude 

 Christmas Eve Service, Communion 

December 25 Church Office Closed 

December 27 Personnel Ministry Team 

December 28 Church Office Closed 

January 1 Church Office Closed 

 PostScripts Deadline, February issue 

 F3 Nation Fitness & Leadership (weekly) 

 Sons of Timaeus (weekly) 

 Johnson/Strubringer Wedding Rehearsal 

January 2 Johnson/Strubringer Wedding 

January 3 Sunday School Gathering 

 Adult Choir (weekly) 

 Children’s Choir (weekly) 

 Youth Group (weekly) 

January 4 Sew ‘N Sews Mondays (weekly) 

 Girl Scout Troop #1335 (weekly) 

 Worship Ministry Team 

 Cub Scout Pack 211 (weekly) 

 Carolina Sampler Guild  

January 5 F3 Nation Fitness & Leadership (weekly) 

 Sew ‘N Sews Tuesdays (weekly) 

 Staff Meeting (weekly) 

 Weekday School Little Scholars (weekly) 

 Teen Cotillion (weekly) 

 Cub Scout Committee Meeting 

 Al-Anon (weekly) 

December 1 F3 Nation Fitness & Leadership (weekly) 

 Sew ‘N Sews Tuesdays (weekly) 

 Weekday School Team Workshop 

 Weekday School My Gym 

 Staff Meeting (weekly) 

 Weekday School Little Scholars (weekly) 

 Philips Academy Music Class (weekly) 

 Cub Scout Committee Meeting 

 Al-Anon (weekly) 

December 2 Weekday School Hello Spanish 

 Take Off Pounds Sensibly (weekly) 

 Wednesday Class (weekly) 

 Soccer Shots (weekly) 

 Room in the Inn 

 Welcoming Ministry Team 

 Rezoning Meeting 

 Health Made Simple 

 Adult Choir (weekly) 

December 3 Jane B. Arant Discussion Group (weekly) 

 Weekday School Hello Spanish (weekly) 

 Bridge (weekly) 

 Girl Scout Troop #1120 

 Sojourners Pub Theology 

December 4 F3 Nation Fitness & Leadership (weekly) 

 Sons of Timaeus (weekly) 

 Girl Scout Troop #2409 

 Trinity Choir Christmas Party 

December 6 Adult Choir (weekly) 

 Children’s Choir (weekly) 

 Youth Group (weekly) 

December 7 Sew ‘N Sews Mondays (weekly) 

 Weekday School Creative Movement 

 Weekday School Music Classes 

 Girl Scout Troop #1335 (weekly) 

 Worship Ministry Team 

 Cub Scout Pack 211 (weekly)  

December 8 Weekday School Creative Movement 

 Weekday School Music Classes 

 PrimeTimers Christmas Luncheon 

 Stewardship Ministry Team 

December 9 Room in the Inn 

 Buildings and Grounds Ministry Team 

 Finance Ministry Team 

December 10 Mercy School of Nursing Rehearsal and 

 Graduation 

 Weekday School Chapel 

December 11 Girl Scout Troop #2415 

December 12 Adult Christmas Social 

December 13 Children’s Christmas Pageant 

 Stated Session  



Miller Harris Thompson November 12 

Daughter of Ben and Blair Thompson 

Granddaughter of Debbie Thompson 

 

Baptisms 

 

Liam Max Anderson November 15 

Son of Michael and Molly Anderson 

Grandson of Michael and Sandra Nutter 

 

Marriages 

 

Kevin Andrew Jordan and  November 1 

Morgan Christina Roberts 

Son of Howard and Ammie Jordan 

Grandson of Carolyn Jordan 

 

New Members 

 

Marion P. Coppedge Bradley (Patsy) September 13 

4428 Town and County Drive 

Charlotte, NC  28226-6311 

949.632.5586; rexbradley@att.net 

 

Eric Roger, Elizabeth Morton and November 15 

Caroline Grace Banks 

4619 Montclair Avenue 

Charlotte, NC  28211-2905 

Eric—704.578.0742; bankser@gmail.com 

Elizabeth—704.996.0717; elizabeth.banks@me.com 

 

Ernie Roy 

4518 Randolph Road, #22 

Charlotte, NC  28211-2941 

864.541.1992; earrun@yahoo.com 

 

Marriages 

 

Clinton Chandler and Grace Hutaff October 24 

 

Church Triumphant 

 

Mary Ramsey Snellings October 16 

 

Alfred Wright Stuart November 1 

Father of Amy Madison, Julia Martin, Sara Park Rankin 

and Peter Stuart 

January 6 Epiphany of the Lord 

 Take Off Pounds Sensibly (weekly) 

 Wednesday Class (weekly) 

 Soccer Shots (weekly) 

 Room in the Inn 

 Welcoming Ministry Team 

 Adult Choir (weekly) 

January 7 Jane B. Arant Discussion Group (weekly) 

 Bridge (weekly) 

 Girl Scout Troop #1120 

January 8 Girl Scout Troop # 2415 

January 10 Baptism of the Lord, Communion 

 Ordination and Installation of Elders 

January 11 Men’s Breakfast 

 Weekday School Ministry Team 

January 12 Weekday School Parent Support Team 

January 13 Weekday School Staff Meeting 

 Buildings and Grounds Ministry Team 

 Finance Ministry Team 

January 14 PEO 

 Sojourners Pub Theology 

January 15 Girl Scout Troop #2409 

January 16 Session Retreat and Stated Session 

January 18 Church Office, Weekday School and 

 Philips Academy Closed 

January 19 Trinity Book Club 

January 20 Weekday School Staff Meeting 

 Room in the Inn 

 American Needlepoint Guild 

January 21 Girl Scout Troop #1120 

January 22 Girl Scout Troop # 2415 

January 27 Room in the Inn 

 Orchestra in Schools 

 Philips Academy Parent Night 

 Embroiderers’ Guild 

January 28 Sojourners Pub Theology 

January 29 Girl Scout Troop #2409 

 

Births 

 

Lane Rhodes Carlisle October 26 

Daughter of Scott and Kelly Carlisle 

Granddaughter of Liz Countess 

 

at Trinity 



I don't remember a time when Trinity 

Presbyterian Church was NOT a part of my life... I 

was actually walking these halls, serving on 

committees, and worshiping here before I was even 

breathing, because – and I’m getting ready to date 

myself here – I was the “twinkle in my father’s eye” 

or, as they used to say, “the bun in the oven” when 

my mother was serving as Chair of the Pastor 

Nominating Committee in 1962 that called our 

second senior minister, Dr. H. Louis Patrick, to 

Trinity. 

I have so many memories of my childhood 

intertwined with Trinity that it’s hard to narrow it 

down. My earliest memories are of the weekday 

school and “Miss Goldie” (that would be Goldie 

Stribling) who was my Kindergarten teacher, the 

swings on the playground– my favorite! – just as 

they are for my daughter today; singing in the choir 

and actually believing I was an angel in that white 

robe; Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group; Montreat – from 

Trinity’s very first sojourn there when I was about 

10 or 11 and every year after that until I went to 

college; my father teaching me to drive in the front 

parking lot. There were five kids in my family and we 

pretty much filled that third pew over there on 

Sunday mornings. I was so fortunate; I had an idyllic 

childhood and Trinity was a huge part of it.  

Fast forward to the present. You grow up. Life 

happens, things change - some good, some bad. I 

seemed to have a run of “bad change” from age 23 

to 33.  When most young people that age are 

spreading their wings, forging their own lives and 

beginning their own families, I was losing family 

members at a pretty fast clip; first my father when I 

was 23, then my brother 5 years later, and then my 

mother 5 years after that. My other siblings, while 

I’m close to them, had moved away and each had 

families of their own. I will admit there were some 

sad, dark times for me. 

But it was here at Trinity, with these people – 

“my people” -  that I felt known and loved, and felt 

the arms of my Trinity family wrapped around me, 

giving me strength and the faith to believe that God 

would lead the way. And I believe it was my Trinity 

family, and all those Trinity saints and their 

examples of love and faith over the years that gave 

me the courage eight years ago to jump out in faith - 

me, who has always craved security and tradition, 

and “playing it safe” – to jump out in faith and make 

one of the best decisions I have ever made– the 

decision to adopt my precious, silly, beautiful, loving 

daughter and child of God sitting over there – 

Madeleine Virginia Liwei Johnston. 

As for Trinity’s future, I am so excited and filled 

with hope. I have seen the past and the many saints 

who invested so much of themselves to create this 

amazing community of believers. I have seen 

struggle and difficult times, but it’s made us 

stronger, and I truly believe the best is yet to come. 

The energy is palpable and there seems to be a 

common desire across all age groups for Trinity to 

be a significant force for good beyond these walls, to 

seek ways that we can give the Bread of Heaven to 

others who need examples of love and faith in their 

lives, so they can feel our arms and God’s love 

wrapped around them - which is really what it’s all 

about, isn’t it? 

Thank you for this chance to express my love 

and gratitude for Trinity Presbyterian Church and 

her people – here’s to Trinity: the past, the present, 

and most of all, what’s yet to come.   

Congregation members share an “Impact Story” during the worship service at least monthly.  Please find 

below May Johnston’s story shared May 17, 2015. 

Financials as of October 31, 2015 
                 

 October YTD YTD 

 Actuals Actuals Budget  

   

Receipts: $   72,063 $  480,615 $  547,083 

Unrestricted Funds Used: $     4,492  $    32,440 $    47,675 

Endowment Funds Used: $            0 $    54,277 $    45,231 

Boltz Funds Used: $            0 $             0 $      4,107 

Expenses: $   95,204 $  788,868 $  818,029 

Surplus/Deficit: $  (18,649) $(221,536) $(173,933) 

IMPACT STORY - May Johnston 



RESPONSE 2016 
  

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

Isaiah 43:19 
  

A HUGE thank you to the 150 families who have responded to our session’s 

call to commit to a “now” vision, grow spiritually and engage in fearless 

generosity in 2016!  Below is a chart compiled by our Financial 

Administrator to show the spread of giving from our membership.   

 

To date, we have pledges totaling $580,009 for the coming year.  Our session’s goal for this year is 

$625,000.  Obviously we would like to meet our goal so God’s vision for Trinity would come to full 

fruition. 

 

If you have not yet made your pledge to Trinity for 2016, or if you are feeling led to increase your gift, 

please contact Cheryl as soon as possible to make those arrangements. 

 

Pledge Ranges in 2016 

308 Potential Pledge Units 

 

 Pledge Range Number Percent Amount Percent 

  Of Pledge of Total Received of Total 

  Units Pledge Units  Amount 

If you have not made your pledge yet, please do so by contacting 

Cheryl Jernigan (cjernigan@trinitypreschurch.org) or 704.366.3554 in the church office. 

  

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 

always having all sufficiency in all things, may have abundance for every good work.” 

Corinthians 9:8 

>15001 2 0.65%  $42,000.00 7.24% 

10001-15000 10 3.25%  $132,520.00 22.85% 

9001-10000 4 1.30%  $40,000.00 6.90% 

8001-9000 2 0.65%  $17,050.00 2.94% 

7001-8000 6 1.95%  $46,100.00 7.95% 

6001-7000 10 3.25%  $66,033.00 11.38% 

5001-6000 3 0.97%  $16,920.00 2.92% 

4001-5000 11 3.57%  $50,340.00 8.68% 

3001-4000 10 3.25%  $36,064.00 6.22% 

2001-3000 26 8.44%  $65,472.00 11.29% 

1001-2000 37 12.01%  $53,272.00 9.18% 

1-1000 29 9.42%  $14,238.00 2.45% 

Non pledge units 158 51.30%  $0.00 0.00% 

      

 308 100.00%  $580,009.00 100.00% 



Diaper & Clothing Drive 
 

We are working with Crisis Assistance Ministry to help bring 

baby items to children in need in the Charlotte area.   

 

The following items are requested: 

Diapers 

Baby Wipes 

Infant clothing (onesies, booties) 

Children’s clothing (especially pants/jeans/khakis) 

New underwear 

Jackets and coats 

Blankets/comforters 

Toiletries (soap, shampoo, lotion, alcohol-free hand sanitizer) 

Beginning November 30 through December 11.  

Donations may be dropped off at the Trinity Presbyterian Weekday School. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=toddler+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=0CF89AECE7813C3795FFA843513D9D42DA9BCD2C&selectedIndex=5&ccid=I6qQMr54&simid=607997868986075280&thid=OIP.M23aa9032be7880aa33b31d4b15733eacH0


PLEASE REMEMBER TO RE-LINK YOUR HARRIS TEETER VIC CARD! 

Collect Campbell's soup labels for our Weekday 

School.  Please cut the soup labels and send them 

to the WDS!  We are able to purchase items 

through our earned points! 

Harris Teeter’s Together In Education Program helps Trinity’s Weekday School raise money when you link 

your VIC card to Trinity (#4936) and purchase select Harris Teeter Brand products. Checks are sent out 

quarterly to participating schools based on these purchases—but you have to link your card for it to count! You 

may remember signing up last year (and we thank you!), but remember this sign up process must take place 

each school year, so remember to link your VIC card every fall. You may link your  card the next time 

you check out at the grocery store or online at www.harristeeter.com.  It’s simple and does not take long but is 

so beneficial to our preschool program! 

Inclement Weather 
  

Sunday services will be held unless a closure 

notice is published due to inclement weather.  

Trinity will publish closings on:  

Channel 3—WBTV—wbtv.com 

Channel 6—WNBC—wnbc.com 

Channel 9—WSOC—wsoc.com 

Channel 14—FOX—news14.com 

Channel 36—WCNC—wcnc.com/closings 

Great news!!  Trinity's Friendship Garden donated 517.65 pounds of 

produce to Friendship Trays!!  And the growing season isn't over!   

  

For the first time we've planted fall crops (collards and kale) and they are 

showing great promise.  The okra plants were pulled up last week so things 

are gearing down for the cold weather in the garden. 

  

Thank you ALL for your help in achieving this record-busting amount of 

donated produce! We have increased our donations each of the four years 

we've existed!  Last year we donated 338 pounds. 

 

For further information contact Carol or Gary Sugg at csrsugg@aol.com or 704.552.2955. 

http://www.harristeeter.com/
mailto:csrsugg@aol.com


Room in the Inn 
 

Room in the Inn season (RITI) is upon us and Trinity will once again open its doors and welcome 144 

guests.  The winter months are some of the hardest for Charlotte’s homeless population.  Through the help 

of many volunteers, we at Trinity are able to provide our guests three meals (dinner, breakfast, and a bag 

lunch), a hot shower, clean socks, hats, gloves, t-shirts and underwear, fellowship and a warm and safe 

place to rest for the night.    

 

We have volunteer opportunities in the following areas:  transportation, overnight hosts, breakfast, lunches, 

and laundry pick up and drop off.  In addition to our  usual volunteer  oppor tunities, please contact 

Tricia Sistrunk if you or your family or group (youth group, girl scouts, choir, bible study...) would like to 

join us for dinner on RITI Wednesdays.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about and help support 

this important ministry at Trinity.   

 

Our nights to host are:  December 2, 9, and 16, January 6, 20, and 27, February 3, 10, and 24, March 2, 16, 

and 30.  Please consider  your  interests and contact one of the team leaders listed below:  

 

Site Coordinator: 

Tricia Sistrunk:  704.965.7797 or  sistrunkt@icloud.com  

 

Team Leaders: 

Richard Williams: 704.542.6150 or  rdwilliams4@gmail.com - transportation 

Lynette Neel: 704.554.1575 or  neeldurham@mindspr ing.com - overnight hosts 

Guyla Vardell: 704.364.8449 or  gmvnc@bellsouth.net - laundry 

Susanne Reid: 704.844.2885 or  susanne.reid@providenceday.org - lunches 

Nancy Williams 704.542.6150 or  omomx3@gmail.com - breakfasts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be on the lookout for our Alternative Gift 

cards, which can be found along with the 

RITI display boards in the Cloister.  This is 

a great gift idea during the holidays and 

your financial support helps purchase the 

supplies needed to keep the RITI program 

running at Trinity.  

mailto:sistrunkt@icloud.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Becky.TRINITY/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/WWO32UXG/rdwilliams4@gmail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Becky.TRINITY/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/WWO32UXG/neeldurham@mindspring.com
mailto:gmvnc@bellsouth.net
mailto:Susanne.reid@providenceday.org
mailto:omomx3@gmail.com


“GIFTS TO THE MANGER” 
  

The Mission and Outreach Ministry Team is focusing once again this Advent 

season on several organizations and programs that have specific needs during 

Christmas.  The following five opportunities for giving will be familiar since you 

have been so gracious and generous in previous years.  We hope you and your 

family will share in the joy of bringing “Gifts to the Manger”.  Please place your new and unwrapped gifts in 

the designated display boxes in the Cloister. 

Alexander Youth Network - 

Each year, Alexander serves 

over 5,700 children with, or at 

high risk of, serious emotional 

and behavioral problems often 

induced by neglect or abuse.  A majority of the “kids 

of Alexander” come from low-income homes, some 

are separated from their natural families, and many 

live in the care of therapeutic foster parents.  

Alexander’s Angel Network provides Trinity with a 

way to make these children’s holiday special. All 

items should be new, unwrapped and delivered to 

collection boxes in the Cloister , with card 

attached.  Deadline for donations is December 7. 

  

Needs:  Look in the Cloister  for  a small tree with 

card ornaments carrying a specific request from a 

child.  General donations are also welcome.   

  

Thompson Child & Family 

Focus – Wish List – 

Thompson provides 

dormitories and group housing 

for children that are displaced 

from home due to abuse and 

mental problems within their families.  Trinity’s 

congregation brings love and joy to these children by 

donating one gift for each child.  Please bring your 

gift to the office by December 10.  Please note:  do 

not wrap gift and tape the card to the package. 

  

Needs:  There will be a board in the Cloister  with 

display cards describing specific items/gifts. 

  

Emergency Winter Shelter - provides 

winter shelter, food, and referrals to 

various social services in the Charlotte 

area. 

  

Needs: Men's underwear , socks, warm coats, 

sweaters, gloves, blankets, pillows, towels, and 

washcloths. 

Room in the Inn – Trinity is one 

of many churches that provide on-

site shelter for the homeless during 

the winter months.  Provisions for 

food, shelter, simple toiletries and 

basic clothing such as socks, underwear, hats and 

gloves are given to approximately 100 men and 

women (our neighbors) each season.  

  

Needs:  Alternative Chr istmas Gift Cards will be 

available at the Room in the Inn display in the 

Cloister.  Make a donation in someone’s honor or 

memory to this important ministry at Trinity and 

give them a gift they won’t forget! 

  

Christmas Joy Offering – A Presbyter ian 

tradition for almost seventy years, 

providing congregations direct ways of 

supporting specific causes that help 

those in need.  Fifty percent (50%) of 

the Christmas Joy Offering is 

distributed to the Board of Pensions for 

assistance programs that provide support to retired 

and active church workers, their spouses and 

families.  The other 50% supports Presbyterian-

related racial ethnic education through the National 

Ministries Division of the General Assembly 

Council. 

  

Needs:  Joy Offer ing envelopes will be available 

in the pew racks and in the Cloister. 

  
  

  

Thank you in advance 

for your generosity and 

supporting this Trinity 

ministry year after year. 



Address Service Requested 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
3115 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC  28211-2742 
Phone:  704.366.3554     Fax:  704.366.9460 
www.trinitypreschurch.org 
http://facebook.trinitypreschurch.org 
http://twitter.trinitypreschurch.org 
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Worship at Trinity 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Worship Service 11:00 a.m.  

ADMINISTRATIVE ROSTER FOR 2015 
 

CLERK Fran Worthington 

 

MINISTRY TEAMS TEAM CHAIRMAN 

Equip 

Buildings and Grounds Tony Arey, Hayden McMahon 

Capital Campaign Walter Reid 

Communications Cookie Parnell 

Finance Damon Coley 

Personnel Lori O’Keefe, Donnie Bobbitt 

Grow 

Christian Formation Laura Gutknecht, Candy Hambacher, Tom Collins 

Welcoming Marty Brownlow 

Worship Betty Lynn Lambert, Liz Countess, Bob Lyons 

Youth Laura Gutknecht 

Serve 

Congregational Care Helen Alford 

Fellowship Steve Ball 

Mission and Outreach Warren Henry 

Stewardship Bruce Voorheis 

Weekday School Lynn Davis 

Publication Deadlines 

Sunday Bulletin/Church Notes:  Tuesdays at Noon 

Newsletter - PostScripts and Website:  1st day of each month 

Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday:  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 
 
Dr. Stephen B. Lindsley, Senior Minister 
The Reverend Grace Lindvall, Associate Minister 
Dr. Chris Gilliam, Director of Music 
Michael Rowland, Organist 
Reta Phifer, Interim Children’s Choir Director 
Becky Purnell, Office Manager 
Cheryl Jernigan, Financial Administrator 
Bill Jones, Facilities Manager 
Stephanie Palmer, Weekday School Director 
Jill Billings, Weekday School Assistant Director 
Mark Grube, Part-time Event Assistant 
Jane Bostian Arant, Minister of Music Emeritus 

THE SESSION 

Dr. Stephen B. Lindsley, Moderator 

Fran Worthington, Clerk 

Damon Coley, President of the Corporation 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016  Class of 2017 

Helen Alford Steve Ball  Tony Arey 

Damon Coley Marty Brownlow  Donnie Bobbitt 

Lynn Davis Tom Collins  Liz Countess 

Laura Gutknecht Betty Lynn Lambert Warren Henry 

Candy Hambacher   Lori O’Keefe 

Bob Lyons         

Shane Nofziger         

Bruce Voorheis 

http://www.trinitypreschurch.org/
http://facebook.trinitypreschurch.org
http://twitter.trinitypreschurch.org

