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Beneath the Spire...  

COMMUNITY 
 

As I sit down at my computer to write this monthly PostScripts and think about the past few days, I find myself 

thinking about community, and the myriad of ways that community has revealed itself recently. 

The first happened on a Wednesday afternoon, driving around South Charlotte with Tom Collins and Reyn 

Wheeler, serving communion to some of our homebound saints. Each of them so happy to see us; each so grateful 

for the bread and cup we shared.  We laughed, swapped stories, looked at family pictures and talked about kids/

grandkids/great grandkids.  And through it all, we reminded them how they were valued and beloved members of 

the Trinity family, even if they are not able to come Sunday mornings.  You could see the tremendous gratitude in 

their faces to be reminded of the community in which they are a part. 

Then the following night on our church lawn, our fifth Food Truck Event.  Hundreds of people, from the oldest 

to the youngest, sprawled out on lawn blankets and munched on good fare and soaked in the sounds of local cover 

bands.  Children played and ran on our freshly-cut grass, adults mingled and conversed.  And the beauty of it all?  

As itôs been since our very first one, the vast majority of folks were not Trinity members.  These were neighborhood 

folks, Weekday School families, families of the high school band that played a few tunes, and others around town 

who came to have a good time.  It was a special kind of community that even the torrential rains two hours in 

couldnôt dampen. 

Hereôs a cool little fact: in scripture, the Greek word often translated ñcommunityò is koinonia.  It can also mean 

ñfellowship,ò ñparticipation,ò even ñcommunion.ò  The apostle Paul uses it repeatedly in his letters to Christians in 

Corinth, Galatia, Philippi to emphasize how important community is to the growth and vitality of the church. 

Hereôs another cool fact: the thing people are most looking for from the church these days, hands-down, is 

community.  Not a finely-tuned worship service or great new program or a pristine facility, although those are 

important.  People long most for community.  They long for a church family that enjoys being with each other, that 

disagrees agreeably together, that centers itself in Christ together.  People long for a church family that, as Trinity is 

currently doing, tackles tricky issues like same-sex weddings with a thoughtful process, creating space for honest 

dialogue, reflection and mutual respect.  In a world undergirded by endless vitriol and divisiveness, people long for 

community that is focused on bringing everyone together. 

Let me invite you to take some time the next few months to consider: what are the instances of community in our 

church that you appreciate the most?  And what new ways can we foster community both in and outside our walls, 

with fellow church members and with new people? 

I am thankful that you are part of this community and the body of Christ known as Trinity! 

 

Your pastor and friend,  



Session Highlights 

 

Stated Session Meeting on May 15, 2016: 
 

A motion from the Worship Ministry Team was passed to remove all of the pews in the west transept for use as an 

expanded music performance area.  A piano and pipe organ will be on loan from Chris Gilliam for use by the church. 

 

A motion from the Worship Ministry Team was passed to revise Trinity's Wedding Policy. 

 

A motion from the Worship Ministry Team was passed to serve communion at the December 25, 2016 (Christmas 

Day) worship service. 

 

A motion from the Finance Ministry Team was passed to approve the Claude W. Sanford, Jr. Building Fund Policy. 

 

Session approved the discernment process as recommended by the Discernment Process Study Group and the group 

will oversee and administer the discernment process.  A letter was sent to the congregation on May 16, 2016 inviting 

them to a covered dish dinner on June 5, 2016 and inviting them to submit letters expressing their heartfelt feelings 

on this matter. 

Summer Worship Hours 
  

Trinityôs 10:00 a.m. summer worship hour will begin June 5 and continue 

through September 4.  Sunday School will not take place during this period. 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE DISCERNMENT PROCESS - MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR JUNE 5 
 

As you may have seen, our denomination approved a new definition of marriage in 2015, one that now permits churches 

to perform same-sex wedding ceremonies.  The new definition does not require them to do so; rather, the decision is left 

to each individual church.  Trinity Presbyterian is now engaging in its own discernment process and youôre invited to a 

covered dish supper on June 5 at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to discuss and ask questions.  Richard Boyce, 

President of Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte Campus, will speak on marriage in the Bible, and Steve and Grace 

will present their professional and personal views on the matter.  No need to RSVP but please bring a main dish to 

share! 

Trinity Care Ministry 
We are all ministers to each other in a family of Christian faith.  In times of joy, illness and difficulty, our prayers 

and support give strength and cement relationships with our church family. 

The white board in the church office has a new identity to supplement our confidential Prayer Chain.  If you or a 

loved one needs pastoral and congregational support, please contact the church office, a pastor, or a member of the 

Congregational Care Ministry Team (Marty Brownlow, Debbie Fisher and Lynda Opdyke).  You will be asked if you 

wish to have your name posted on the Care Ministry Board, along with a word or two of explanation.  To assure privacy, 

your name is posted only with your permission. 

All members are invited to check the board regularly and give your prayers, cards and support.  At monthly 

meetings, the Session lifts up in prayer those whose names are posted.  Most postings will remain for two weeks.  

Church notecards can be used for written messages if desired.  A list of homebound members and those living in 

retirement communities is posted under the Care Ministry Board. 



DOWNLOAD THE CHURCH LIFE APP! 
 

We're encouraging all church members to download the Church Life app to their smartphones.  It's totally free 

and enables you to do some great things right from your phone: 

 

- Access the church directory and look up membership info right from your phone.  You can also call phone 

numbers and send emails to members with a single click. 

 

- See the church calendar in its most current version. 

 

- Make a contribution to the church - right from your phone! 

 

How to get started: 

 

Download the Church Life app by searching ñChurch Lifeò in your phone's app 

store.  Did we mention that the app is free? 

 

Log in to the app with the same information you use to log in to your member 

account on the church website (once you initially log in, you won't need to do so 

again - it will automatically boot every time you open the app). 

 

The app automatically defaults to ñPeople,ò which is the directory.  Search for 

members by first or last name to access phone numbers, addresses and emails.   

 

To access the church calendar or giving, click on the three bars in the upper left 

corner. 

 

Tell other church members to download the app and enjoy the benefits! 



Youth Sunday - May 1 
 

On May 1 the worship service was presented by the Youth of Trinity.  For weeks they worked diligently, 

selecting a theme, choosing scripture and music, and even writing prayers and liturgy.  The following seniors 

presented the homilies: Joseph Macaulay Etheridge (Macaulay), Eleanor Suzanne Hair (Ellie), Elizabeth 

Keeley OôKeefe (Keeley), Laura Anne Porter (Laura), and William Thomas Reid. (Will). 

 

The theme this year was Make a Joyful Noise.  Music is an integral part of worship at Trinity.  The Youth of 

Trinity recognize how fortunate they are to have had so many role models with such musical talent and 

passion!   

 

We know that there are many other ways to make a joyful noise to God.  We sing and play instruments, but we 

also read scripture and have conversations about issues of social justice and the relevance of those verses 

today.  We confess our sins and share our personal stories in the form of impact statements and homilies.  We 

laugh and run and play with our friends and raise our voices to let someone know how much they matter.  

Even the ñcrackò of the cue ball during a Room in the Inn game of pool is a joyful noise to God.  We need 

only take time to notice the many ways that we can glorify our Lord.   

 

We give thanks to God for the leadership of all our youth and with them we join in thanking their tireless 

advisors for 2015-2016:  Katherine Lambert, Brent and Sarah Mullis, Laura-Nelle Hurst, Amy Shook, and 

Casey Field and Laura Gutknecht, Co-Chairs of the Youth Ministry Team. 



Confirmands pictured left to right:  Spencer Tate, Dean Gutknecht, Eliza Ball, Blakely Durham, David Hood and Henry Pickett 

We also give thanks to Trinity member, Barbara Caine, who 

serves as the piano instructor for Eleanor Hair, musical 

participant in the service. 

 

The bulletin cover for this year's Youth Sunday was designed 

and created by our own Duncan Pickett, using the theme for 

inspiration. 

 

BIBLE PRESENTATION - The following fifth graders 

received a New Revised Standard Version Bible as a Faith 

Milestone to mark the end of their elementary school years and 

the beginning of their middle school years:  Jackson Stewart 

Anderson (Jackson), Horace Leonard Ball, III (Hank), Molly Catherine Click (Molly), Edward Lawrence 

Durham (Edward), Hunter Logan Lindsley (Hunter) and Henry Wood Smith (Hank). 

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - Six confirmands were welcomed into church membership by the Session 

of Trinity Presbyterian Church.  Please welcome our newest members of Trinity.  These new members are:  

Eliza Jane Ball (Eliza), daughter of Steve and Lauren Ball, mentor ï Nancy Williams; Blakely Kay Durham 

(Blakely), daughter of Josh Durham and Lynette Neel, mentor ï May Johnston; William Dean Gutknecht 

(Dean), son of Dennis and Laura Gutknecht, mentor ï Phil Blount; David Foster Hood (David), son of David 

and Melanie Hood, mentor ï Damon Coley; Henry Stewart Pickett (Henry), son of Neal and Patrice Pickett, 

mentor ï Jeff OôKeefe and Spencer Douglas Tate (Spencer), son of Brian and Lucy Tate, mentor ï Becky 

Hendrix. 

Trinity Childrenôs Choir 
  

During the 2015-2016 academic year Trinityôs Childrenôs Choir met weekly. Eleven girls, 1st-4th grades, 

participated during first semester and ten during second semester. During rehearsals, children read scripture 

passages, learned choral responses used in Trinityôs worship services, read and played rhythm patterns, learned 

to read and sing melodic patterns, and learned fourteen anthems. Children sang in worship on nine occasions 

to include Montreat, the Christmas pageant, Christmas Eve, Palm Sunday, Pentecost and Youth Sunday. 

Childrenôs Choir is for all children, grades 1-5. Rehearsals will resume in September. Rehearsals are held 

on Sunday evenings from 5:00-6:00 p.m. in the Childrenôs Choir Room, Room 1, in the Undercroft. Please 

make plans for your child/children to participate. Should you have questions, contact Dr. Reta Phifer at 

704.708.9789 or retarphifer@gmail.com. 

mailto:retarphifer@gmail.com


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

2016 GRADUATES! 

Joseph Macaulay Etheridge 

  
Macauley is the son of Doug 

and Claire Etheridge.  He will 

graduate from Charlotte Latin 

School and attend Roanoke 

College in Salem, Virginia. 

Eleanor Suzanne Hair 

  
Ellie is the daughter of Jimmy 

and Suzanne Hair.  She will 

graduate from South 

Mecklenburg High School and 

attend North Carolina State 

University in Raleigh, North 

Carolina.  

Elizabeth Keeley OôKeefe 

  
Keeley is the daughter of Jeff 

and Lori OôKeefe.  She will 

graduate from South 

Mecklenburg High School and 

attend Wofford College in 

Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

William Thomas Reid 

  
Will is the son of Walter and 

Susanne Reid.  He will 

graduate from Providence Day 

School and attend the 

University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

Laura Anne Porter 
  

Laura is the daughter of Earl 

and Karen Porter.  She will 

graduate from Myers Park 

High School and attend The 

University of Tennessee in 

Knoxville, Tennessee to study 

Animal Science as a Pre-

Veterinarian. 

Wesley Keith Bradley 
  

Wes is the son of Doug and 

Bev Bradley.  He graduated 

from Clemson University in 

Clemson, South Carolina with 

a Bachelor of Science Degree 

in Materials Science.  He will 

be working with Windstream 

Communications in Charlotte. 

Mary Elizabeth Hargett 
Mary Elizabeth is the daughter 
of Eric and Elizabeth Banks.  
She will graduate from 
Appalachian State University 
in Boone, North Carolina with 
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Sustainable Development and 
a minor in Womenôs Studies.  
She will spend the next year 
hiking cross-country and 
working on several organic 
farms while researching 
sustainable living best 
practices. 



MONTREAT ADVENTURE ~ OCTOBER 14, 15 AND 16, 2016 
  

On a golden afternoon, young Alice follows a white rabbit, which disappears down a nearby rabbit hole. 

Quickly following him, she tumbles into the burrow and enters the topsy-turvy world of WONDERLAND!  

  

Memorable songs and whimsical escapades highlight Aliceôs journey. 

  

é And so too will your upcoming Montreat Adventure be a WONDERLAND: 

  

�i ��Newly decorated rooms and a big stone fireplace will welcome you to the historic and 

charming Assembly Inn. 

�i ��Mountain splendor and fall color will surround you. 

�i ��An óole timeyô Saturday night square dance will take place in the rustic Montreat barn. 

�i ��Yummy food with lots of choices to delight your palate and tummy. 

�i ��Child care with a Wonderland theme. 

�i ��A charismatic weekend guest to challenge and stimulate us with song, wit, and wisdom. 

�i ��A Youth led Vesper Service Friday evening. 

�i ��A Sunday Service and spiritual and memorable communion. 

            

There are two ways to register this year:  
Send in the registration form with check or register online by clicking here or copy this link into your 

browser http://trinitypreschurch.org/montreat-retreat/ 

  

All registrations must be received by September 12 and 

be accompanied by the per person Conference Fees! 

  

REGISTER BY JULY 1 AND SAVE MONEY 

ON YOUR CONFERENCE FEES 

  

  

So, donôt be late é for this very important date. 


